
Anticipated SEVIS Release 5.0 Batch Interface System Changes 
As of April 5, 2005 

Planned Production Release Date: June 24, 2005 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTE:  The installation of all anticipated system changes identified in this document is 

dependent on successful completion of testing. 
 

The following highlights the planned changes for this release for the SEVIS Batch 
Interface.  
 

SEVIS Batch Interface System Enhancements  
 
All Batch Interface Users 
 
Note: Technical specifications for the following changes to the Batch interface are documented in the Batch 
Application Program Interface (API) document.  The SEVIS Release 5.0 Batch API (formerly referred to as the 
Batch ICD) can be downloaded at http://www.ice.gov/sevis/schools/batch.htm. 
 

Country Lists  
• The Country of Birth list and the Country of Citizenship and the Country of Legal Permanent Residence 

list will be updated.   
• The Country of Birth list (F/M/J) list will contain both historic and current countries from the Federal 

Information Processing Standards Publications (FIPS) 10 list so that the actual country in which the 
student, exchange visitor, or dependent was born can be documented.  The following countries will be 
added to the Country of Birth list: 

 
Additions to Country of Birth List 

Canal Zone Republic of Viet-Nam  
Canton and Enderbury Islands Sikkim 
Central and Southern Line Islands Southern Rhodesia 
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam Southern Ryukyu Islands 
French Territory of the Afars and Issas Spanish North Africa 
Federal Republic of Germany Spanish Sahara 
German Democratic Republic Svalbard and Jan Mayen 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Swan Islands 
Gilbert Islands Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands 
Iraq-Saudi Arabia Neutral Zone United States Misc. Pacific Islands 
Israel-Jordan Demilitarized Zone Yeman (Sanaa) 
Israel-Syria Demilitarized Zone Yemen (Aden) 
Portuguese Timor  
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• The Country of Citizenship list (F/M/J) and the Country of Legal Permanent Residence list (J) will contain 
only current country names as identified in FIPS 10-4.  As a result, Czechoslovakia and Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics will be removed from these lists. 

http://www.ice.gov/sevis/schools/batch.htm
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 IMPORTANT: This change will require updates to records with a Country of Citizenship or Country of 
Legal Permanent Residence of either Czechoslovakia or Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (e.g., a 
record with a Country of Citizenship of Czechoslovakia would need to be updated to either Czech 
Republic or Slovakia).  Czechoslovakia and Union of Soviet Socialist Republics will continue to display on 
the SEVIS record and print on the Form I-20 and Form DS-2019, so users should search for these 
records and update them as soon as possible.  The Batch interface will not require this update unless the 
Country of Citizenship or Country of Legal Permanent Residence elements are uploaded. 

• Records with Serbia or Montenegro as the Country of Citizenship or Country of Legal Permanent 
Residence will be automatically changed to the new country name of Serbia and Montenegro.  

• The Country of Citizenship and Country of Legal Permanent Residence lists will be updated to reflect the 
changes to country names listed below.  Once Release 5.0 is implemented, the old names will be 
replaced with the new names in both lists as well as on all SEVIS records with any of the following 
countries: 

 
Old Name New Name 

Burkina Burkina Faso 
Korea, Democratic People’s Republic of North Korea 
Korea, Republic of South Korea 
Macedonia Macedonia, Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands (Palau) Palau 
Wake Island Wake Atoll 
Western Samoa Samoa 
Yugoslavia Serbia and Montenegro 
Zaire Congo, Democratic Republic of the 

 
• More information on FIPS can be found at: http://www.itl.nist.gov/fipspubs/index.htm. 
 

Characters Permitted for Family Name  
• The Family Name field in SEVIS RTI and the Last Name elements in SEVIS Batch will be modified to 

permit only non-numeric characters.  The system will still permit special alphabetic characters, e.g., á, ñ, 
Ä.   

 

Batch ID  
• Batch IDs will no longer have to be sequential, but the format will remain alpha-numeric with a fixed 

length of 14 characters.  The Batch upload process will be modified to permit the Batch ID to be unique 
for the school/campus/program performing the upload.   

 

Transaction Log  
• The SEVIS Batch transaction log will be renamed to sevis_transaction_log.xml. 

 

Empty Tags  
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• The validation for the Create-UpdateStudent.xsd and Create-UpdateExchangeVisitor.xsd will be modified 
to permit the deletion of data no longer required by using empty tags.  Empty tags using both formats will 
be permitted, i.e., <\MiddleName> or <MiddleName></MiddleName>.  Empty tags will be permitted for 
those elements that are optional for the particular transaction being performed.   

 
 
 

http://www.itl.nist.gov/fipspubs/index.htm
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Exchange Visitor Program Sponsors 
 

Matriculation 
• The element NewPrgEndDate will be added to the Matriculate transaction for an exchange visitor to 

provide the Program End Date for the new program level.  The new Program End Date must be equal to 
or greater than the date the Batch request is processed.  

• The Matriculate transaction for an exchange visitor will be modified to permit the category of any 
college/university student, except non-degree, to be changed to any other college/university student 
category, providing the new student category is an increase in degree level.  The degree levels for an 
exchange visitor, college/university student category, in increasing levels are: Associate, Bachelor, 
Master, and Doctorate. 

 

Country of Birth 
• The values available for Country of Birth will be modified to include U.S. and U.S. Territories.  If an 

RO/ARO selects U.S. or a U.S. Territory as the Country of Birth for an exchange visitor or dependent, one 
of the following reasons must also be selected:   
o U.S. - Born to Foreign Diplomat 
o U.S. - Expatriated 

 

Exchange Visitor Updates 
• Elements will be added to the Validate transaction so that Visa, Passport, and Port of Entry information 

may be recorded on the exchange visitor's record. However, if Visa, Passport, or Port of Entry information 
was added to the exchange visitor's record through a SEVIS interface with another government system, 
any information submitted through the SEVIS Batch interface will be ignored.  No error message will be 
provided.  

• A No Show action has been added to the Status transaction.  This new function should be used to 
indicate that an exchange visitor has not reported to begin his/her program when the RO/ARO has 
confirmed that the exchange visitor has entered the United States.  In addition, “No Show” has been 
removed from the list of reasons for ending the program for an exchange visitor.  

• The ability to shorten the program duration for an exchange visitor will be added to the Batch interface.  A 
new Program End Date that meets the maximum and minimum duration of participation rules, and 
Remarks related to the Shorten Program action must be entered at the time the shorten program request 
is submitted.  If the Print Request element is "True", an updated Form DS-2019 for the exchange visitor 
and all Active status dependents will be provided in the Batch results. 

• When the termination reason of "Other" is used, an explanation of the termination must be included in 
Other Remarks element.  

• The ability to cancel a Form DS-2019 will be added to the Batch interface.  The Invalid transaction is valid 
only for exchange visitor records in Initial status.  The Invalid transaction will result in the exchange visitor 
and associated dependent records being changed to Invalid status.  A Remarks element will be required 
with the Invalid transaction. 

• Batch processing will be modified to permit updates for exchange visitor or dependent records that are in 
Initial status and where a visa has not been issued for that SEVIS ID.  The following updates will be 
permitted:  
o Update Biographical Data  
o Update Subject/Field Code 
o Update Financial Information 
o Create a Site of Activity 
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o Edit Site of Activity 
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o Delete Site of Activity (at least one Site of Activity is required)  
o Add Dependent 
o Delete Dependent 
o Update Dependent Information 

• When "Other" is used as the value for either U.S. Government Agency or International Organization for 
the Financial Info transaction, the name of the organization must be provided in the associated Other 
Name element.  The name of the organization will be printed on the Form DS-2019.  

• An element has been added to the Financial Info transaction to require the name of the organization 
when support for an exchange visitor has been provided by “Other” organizations.  The organization(s) 
name(s) will be printed on the Form DS-2019.  

 

Correct Minor or Technical Infraction 
• The SEVISTable.xsd will be modified to remove the Correct Minor or Technical Infraction reason, "Failure 

to conclude a transfer of program prior to end date on the current DS-2019". 
 

Form DS-2019 Printing 
• The watermarked copy of the Form DS-2019 will no longer be generated when a print request is included 

with a Batch transaction.  
• The ability to request a reprinted Form DS-2019 will be added to the Batch interface.  Reprint is only 

permitted for an exchange visitor or dependent record that is in Active status.  The Reprint Transaction 
must contain a reprint reason.  If "Other" is provided for the reprint reason, Remarks must be included.  In 
addition, the ability to enter optional Remarks will be provided.  

• Associated dependent Form(s) DS-2019 will be printed along with the Form DS-2019 for the exchange 
visitor when the printRequest indicator is set to "True" for the following UpdateEV transactions:  
o Biographical 
o FinancialInfo 
o Program/Amend 
o Program/EditSubject 
o Program/Extension 
o Program/Matriculate 
o Program/Shorten 
o SiteOfActivity/Add 
o SiteOfActivity/Edit  

 
Site of Activity 
• A Site of Activity will be required for all categories of exchange visitors in the CreateEV transaction.  
• The RO/ARO will have the ability to identify the Primary Site of Activity, which is the Site of Activity that 

will print on the exchange visitor’s and dependent’s Forms DS-2019 in the U.S. Address field.  This 
Primary Site of Activity may be identified using the PrimarySite element within the SiteOfActivity 
transaction.  If the Primary Site of Activity is changed, an updated Form DS-2019 may be printed for the 
exchange visitor and all dependents in Active status.  With this change, the ability to delete a Site of 
Activity from an Active status exchange visitor will be removed.  The ability to delete a Site of Activity from 
Draft and Initial status exchange visitor records will still be permitted. 
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• All categories of exchange visitors will be required to have at least one Site of Activity.  When Release 5.0 
is implemented, the system will automatically make the most recently updated Site of Activity listed on the 
exchange visitor’s SEVIS record the Primary Site of Activity for all exchange visitor and dependent 
records.   
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IMPORTANT:  Prior to printing Forms DS-2019, RO/AROs should verify that the correct Site of Activity is 
selected as the Primary Site of Activity, and update the exchange visitor records as appropriate.  

 
 
F-1 / M-1 Approved Schools 
 

Change of Education Level 
• The Change Education Level functionality will be added.  This option will be available for Active status F-1 

students (e.g., a student is in a Bachelor's program and wishes to participate in a Master's program at the 
same school).  A new Initial status record will be created for the student using the same SEVIS ID.  The 
school will be required to register the student at the new education level. Once a Change Education Level 
event has been executed, two student records will exist in SEVIS: one record with the original education 
level and one with the new education level.  Both records will have the same SEVIS ID, but will have 
different status codes (e.g., Active for the current education level and Initial for the new education level).  
In order to identify which of the two student records should be updated, it will be necessary to provide the 
status of the record being updated in the new element statusCode.  The statusCode element will be 
required only for student records where a Change Education Level event has been performed. 

 

F-1/M-1 Student Creation Reason  
• The creation reason of "Initial Attendance - Change of Status Requested" will be added to the Create-

Update Student schema. 
  

F-1/M-1 Student Updates  
• The system will be modified to require a reason to be entered when an F-1/M-1 record is canceled.  The 

available reasons are: 
o Offer withdrawn 
o Record created in error 
o Student arrived under different SEVIS ID 
o Student not attending 
o Student registered under different SEVIS ID 
o Visa issued for different SEVIS ID 

• The SEVIS Batch interface will be modified to permit schools to verify the status of students whose 
records have not been updated within the past 6 months.  

• The functionality to shorten the program for an F-1/M-1 student will be added to the Batch interface.   
• The ability to indicate that a student is in his/her last session of the program will be added to the 

Registration transaction.  If last session is indicated, the Next Session Start Date field will not be required.  
 

Form I-20 Printing 
• The ability to request a reprinted Form I-20 for a student or dependent will be added.  Reprint is only 

permitted for a student or dependent when the record is in Active or Initial status.  The student Reprint 
Transaction must contain a Reprint reason.  As part of the Reprint, optional Remarks may be included.  

• The system will print associated Active status dependent Forms I-20 when a student's Form I-20 is 
printed as part of a program extension or OPT employment transaction.   

 

M-1 Extension Requests  
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• The PDSO/DSO will have the ability to cancel requests for M-1 extensions that have not been 
adjudicated.  
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Off-Campus Employment (OCE) 
• The RescindRecommendation element under the Off-Campus Employment transaction will be removed.  
• The ability to add a new segment of Off-Campus Employment (OCE), cancel an OCE segment prior to 

adjudication, and edit an OCE segment prior to adjudication will be available through the 
OffCampusEmployment transaction.  

 

Curricular Practical Training (CPT) Employment 
• The ability to cancel a Curricular Practical Training (CPT) segment prior to the employment start date will 

be added within the CPTEmployment transaction.  
• The PDSO/DSO will have the ability to submit CPT segments that overlap existing segments or have 

dates that are prior to existing segments.  
 

Optional Practical Training (OPT) Employment 
• The PDSO/DSO will be required to indicate whether a student has met the one full year academic 

requirement when performing the OPTEmployment/Add transaction.  This will result in the statement “The 
student has met the 1 full academic year requirement" being printed on page 3 of the student’s Form I-20.  

• The validation for OPT submitted through Batch will be modified.  The duration of any one OPT segment 
for an F-1 student may not be more than 12 months.  The duration of any one OPT segment for an M-1 
student may not be more than 6 months.   

• The PDSO/DSO will have the ability to cancel requests for OPT employment that have not been 
adjudicated.  

 

Reduced Courseload 
• The Authorization to Drop Below Full Course Load functionality will be modified.  The duration of the 

authorization to drop below full course load may be 12 months for F-1 students and 5 months for M-1 
students.  The start date for drop below full course authorization cannot be less than the student's 
Program Start Date and must be greater than or equal to the date the SEVIS Batch request is processed.  
Drop below segments may not overlap.  The authorization end date cannot be less than the date the 
Batch request is processed and cannot be greater than the student's Program End Date. 

• Additional functionality will be added to permit editing of an authorization to drop below segment.  If the 
date the Batch request is processed is less than the authorization start date, all elements may be edited.  
If the date the Batch request is processed is greater than the Authorization Start Date, only the 
authorization reason and authorization end date may be edited.  

 
 
 

SEVIS Batch Interface System Corrections 
 
All Batch Interface Users 
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• The SEVIS ID for each record processed through the Batch interface will be listed in the transaction log 
for each student, exchange visitor, or dependent record successfully processed against the business 
rules.   
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Exchange Visitor Program Sponsors 
 

Batch ID 
• Uploaded files containing Batch IDs longer or shorter than 14 characters will receive the error message 

"S0013, XML does not comply with SEVIS schema."  
 

Batch Registration  
• Existing officials that have been added as AROs will be able to perform the "Register for Batch 

Processing" action.  
 

Transaction Log 
• Dependent errors will no longer appear twice in the Batch transaction log. 
• The Batch transaction log will include the correct number of successfully processed records.  

 

Validation 
• The Batch upload validation will be corrected so that a Batch upload, attempted with a correct certificate 

and incorrect organization ID or with a correct organization ID and incorrect certificate, will result in the 
error message, "S0002, Invalid organization information". 

• The Batch validation will be corrected to ensure that the Program/Amend transaction elements, 
ProgramStartDate, and ProgramEndDate, are required and the Remarks element is optional.  

• The Batch validation will be corrected so that the maximum duration for an exchange visitor in Trainee, 
Specialty category undergoing flight training may be 24 months.   

• The Batch validation will be corrected to provide a more appropriate error message when an invalid date 
is submitted in the Batch XML document.  The error "System Error: Unknown Error" will no longer be 
specified for invalid dates.  

• The Batch validation will be corrected to prevent Draft status records from being created when incorrect 
program durations are included in the CreateEV transaction for Summer Work/Travel; Trainee, Non-
specialty; and Camp Counselor categories.  

 

Correct Minor or Technical Infraction  
• The CorrectInfraction transaction will correctly validate against the Program End Date when calculating 

the 120-day period for which the Correct Minor or Technical Infraction is available.  
• The CorrectInfraction transaction will correctly validate against the Program Begin Date or Initial Program 

Begin Date when calculating the minimum and maximum duration of participation for the exchange visitor 
category for which the Correct Minor or Technical Infraction is being performed.  

• The Batch validation will be corrected to ensure that the date entered for the NewEndDate element within 
the CorrectInfraction transaction is greater than the date on which the Batch is processed.  In addition, 
the validation will ensure that the end date may only be updated for an exchange visitor record in Inactive 
status.   

 

Exchange Visitor Updates  
• The Batch API, Appendix F, SEVIS Lookup Tables, has been modified to include “Completed” as a 

reason to end the program for an exchange visitor.  The following reasons will be removed: 
o Cancellation – Change of Status 
o Change of Status 
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o Denied – Change of Status   
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• The Address Line 2 for an exchange visitor will be saved.  
• The Amend Program transaction will be available for exchange visitor records in Initial status only.  
• When multiple dependents are added using the Dependent/Add transaction, all dependents will be added 

to the exchange visitor record.  
• The requestID attribute in the exchange visitor Dependent/Edit transaction will be removed.  
• The Edit Biographical Information transaction will not require the BirthDate element.  
• When multiple exchange visitor records are created through Batch, the Site of Activity name will be 

correctly written for each exchange visitor's record. 
• Under the Program/EditSubject transaction, the SubjectFieldCode, SubjectFieldDesc, and Remarks 

elements will be required.  
 
 
F-1 / M-1 Approved Schools 
 

Batch Registration  
• The Batch registration process will be modified to permit each campus of a school to register for the 

SEVIS Batch interface using a different certificate for each campus. 
IMPORTANT: With this change, each school will be required to register a certificate for each campus 
whether or not different certificates will be used for each campus.  

 

Student Updates  
• The Student Termination Reason Codes table in the Batch API, Appendix F, SEVIS Lookup Tables, will 

be updated to display columns indicating which values are available for F-1 students, and those which are 
available for M-1 students.  

• The system will be modified to correctly save the second line of a student's U.S. Address.  
• The Country of Citizenship will be changed to a required field for F-1/M-1 student records created through 

the SEVIS Batch interface.  
• SEVIS Batch will permit the removal of Secondary Major and Minor for F-1 students using the empty tag 

format.  
• The Commuter Student indicator will be properly recorded on the student record when commuter 

students are created through the Batch interface.  
• The TaxID element for F-1/M-1 students will be modified to accept numeric values only.  
• The AddDependent transaction will be modified to accept only one spouse record.  
• When an AddDependent transaction is performed, the student's middle name will no longer be printed as 

the dependent's middle name.  
• Student Remarks will be properly saved.  

 
Optional Practical Training (OPT) Employment  
• The OPTEmployment/Add transaction will be permitted on the last day of an F-1/M-1 student's program.  
• Batch will permit the creation of an OPT request that has the same dates or overlapping dates as a 

previously canceled request.   
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• Batch will permit the creation of an OPT request that is prior to an existing segment.  Validation will 
ensure that the OPT dates are not overlapping with another pending or approved OPT segment.  
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Validation  
• When a past date was submitted for the CurrentSessionEndDate element under the Registration 

transaction, an incorrect error message was returned.  The error message, "S1032, Current session end 
date must be equal to or after today's date" will now be returned.  
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• The validation for an Extend Program Request will be corrected to accept a full 12 months, e.g., Current 
Program End Date = 05/10/2004, New Program End Date = 05/10/2005 will be accepted. 
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